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Priestley Smith School provides a warm, welcoming environment for 

everyone who sets foot in the school.
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Who are we? 

Priestley Smith School caters for children between the ages of 2 and 19+ years, 
delivering nursery education, Foundation Stage and Key Stages 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
We also provide specialist education for Sixth Form students at all academic 
levels. 

Priestley Smith School is a unique school in the UK. It is the first co-located all-age 
special school for students with severe sight loss and shares a campus with 4 
mainstream schools. The school is purpose built for students with visual 
impairment, and is very well resourced to meet their needs, providing the       
specialist equipment they require to access the curriculum e.g. large print and 
braille materials, specialist ICT software with speech, adapted technology etc. Our 
teaching staff are experienced and qualified teachers of the visually impaired. 

Our support staff are also all trained to a very high standard. Students are taught 
to challenge any barriers placed before them and to realise that, while they might 
tackle a task in a different way to their peers, all things are possible. Their visual 
disability does not define who they are.

What do we do? 

We are committed to providing an exciting, stimulating and highly differentiated 
learning programme for all our students and to ensuring that each child is 
supported to reach his or her potential. 

²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
visual and learning needs, and the additional specialist subjects of braille, 
habilitation (previously mobility and independent living skills) touch-typing, 
specialist ICT, and  perceptual development. Every student leaves the school with 
a range of accreditation,   qualifications and skills to help them make their way 
successfully in the world. 

The aim of the 
school is to develop 

confident, caring 
and independent 

young people

About our 
school
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Priestley Smith School believes 
implicitly in the value of first hand 
experiences as the key to real 
learning. Visits and visitors form an 
essential part of the routine of the 
school, with hands-on activities 
forming the major pathway to 
understanding. 

SǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ learning is enriched through a 
comprehensive package of additional 
activities built into the school day in 
which all students are able to 
participate. Students spoke with 
enthusiasm about the residential and 
camping trips they can take part in, as 
well as the opportunities they have for 
horse riding and swimming. 
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Message from the Head Teacher ςJoanna Garvey

At Priestley Smith School, we aim to support our students, all of 
whom have a visual impairment, to do their very best, to enjoy 
school and to develop into caring, confident, independent and 
resourceful young people. We seek to develop well informed, 
respectful young citizens who celebrate the diversity in our world 
and help to shape the future, who are eager to share their thoughts 
and views but who also listen and respond appropriately to the 
opinions of others. 

We have high expectations for our students and have created an 
environment in which each individual is supported and challenged 
to achieve their full potential, both inside and outside the 
classroom. Our students have a very rich and varied curriculum 
which focuses heavily upon first hand experiences and develops a 
love of learning. We want our students to leave us with the best 
possible academic qualifications but also with strong Independent 
Living Skills and the ability to move around the wider environment 
independently and safely so that they can succeed in the world. 

We expect our students to be ready to learn, to work hard and to 
take pride in their achievements. We also believe that a strong 
partnership between student, parent and staff will ensure the best 
possible outcomes and therefore work closely with children and 
their families to identify the next steps in their learning and ways to 
support them to achieve these. 

Our Mission: 
Through high quality teaching, 
learning and pastoral care, to 
develop confident, caring and 

independent young people 
who are able to succeed in the 

world in their chosen field. 

Our Vision: 
To be an outward-looking 
centre of excellence in the 
education of children with 

visual impairments 


